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A Message to the Parishes… 

In our Gospel Acclamation for this Sunday’s Mass, the refrain is – ‘I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

whoever follows me will have the light of life.’ These encouraging words remind each one of us that Jesus 

loves and always wants to guide us to a place of safety. Recent events across the world and locally here in 

the UK, have meant that ordinary life as we know it has changed for the time being because of the 

coronavirus pandemic. We are not to be afraid of the future – our strength lies in God, Mary Mother of 

God and all the Saints of the Church, who will be interceding for us that this time of challenge will soon end.   

In the weeks ahead, I would encourage you to stay in close contact with our church communities in a 

variety of ways. An important way is through our Parish website www.parishfamilystockton.org.uk   

News items will be posted regularly with suggestions of prayer resources and practical ways we might 

support one another. A Census Form is available online or at the back of church for your collection. Please 

fill this out and return it asap to the Parish Office. I can then make contact with you when needed, while no 

public Masses are being celebrated in our local churches. A helpful initiative will be the live streaming over 

the internet of private Masses that I will say each day. Other devotions like the Stations of the Cross, the 

Rosary and talks will be made available online. Please look out for these resources to help us stay strong 

spiritually during the weeks ahead.  

You are assured always of my prayers and support. Together with Deacon Jeff, Deacon Paul and all 

parishioners; we can work together in new ways and make present the love of God which will bring us 

tremendous hope and encouragement. Fr Jeff. Dodds.   

  

Pope Francis’ Monthly Intentions for March: 
Catholics in China 
We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in 
unity.  

 

Mass Intentions & Exposition Times 

4th Sunday of Lent Year A – 22nd March 2020 
 Mass  

without congregation 

English Martyrs and  

Ss Peter & Paul’s 

St Bede’s St Joseph’s 

Sat 

21st 

9am 

Betty Wallace RIP 

   

Sun 

22nd 

9am 

Pro Populo 

(People of the Parish) 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

  

Mon 

23rd 

 

No Mass 

 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

 

Tue 

24th 

7pm 

Edna Kirwan RIP 

  10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

Wed 

25th 

9am 

Niamh Salter 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

  

Thur 

26th 

9am 

John Jones RIP 

  2.00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

Fri 

27th 

9am 

In Thanksgiving for 50 years of 

Marriage 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

  

Sat 

28th 

9am 

Deceased Members of Watson 

Family RIP (MH) 

 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Confessions 

 

Sun 

29th 

9am 

Pro Populo 

(People of the Parish) 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Exposition of the  

Blessed Sacrament 

  

 

Week by week, each day will have a theme to help us to pray for those affected by Covid-19.  

Sunday will be Pro Populo;   Thursday will be for Young Families;   

Monday will be for the Bereaved;  Friday will be for The Government and Scientists 

Tuesday will be for Hospital Staff;   Saturday will be for All Areas National and International affected by Covid-19 

Wednesday will be for Sick and Housebound of our Parishes;  

Please keep these themes in your prayers. 
 

Feast Days this Week: 

Monday – St Turibius of Mongrovejo Bp 

Tuesday –     

Wednesday – The Annunciation of The Lord 

Thursday –    

Friday – 

Saturday--

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by appointment or on a  

Saturday at St. Bede’s: 10:00 am – 11:00 am 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Bulletin Items: If you would like a notice put in the next bulletin, please email parishnewsletterstockton@gmail.com                                   

by Wednesday evening at the latest.  Alternatively, post through the letterbox at English Martyrs and Ss Peter & Paul’s Presbytery 
Please remember to add your contact details in case we have a query. 
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Sick and In Need Of Prayer: Please remember in your prayers the members of our parish 

family who are ill. 

Please pray for Anne Brannen, Eilish Robinson Poulter, Anne Nolan and all those who have died 

recently. May they rest in peace. Amen 

 

Please be aware of the developing situation regarding the Coronavirus. 

After the evening of Friday 20th March all public liturgies will cease and the obligation for the faithful to 
attend Holy Mass on a Sunday or Holy Day of Obligation is removed until further notice. 

Masses will be celebrated by Parish Priests but without a congregation on a daily basis.  Thus 
congregations can join in spiritual communion with priests. 

Where possible, churches will remain open, especially on Sundays, for individuals for private prayer and 
to pray before the Blessed Sacrament.  Please make sure you comply with hygiene guidance if you do 
visit a church. 

The Sacrament of Baptism will be deferred until such time that congregations can gather safely.  In the 
case of necessity baptisms will be celebrated with all hygiene precautions as laid down by the Church; 
attendance will be restricted to IMMEDIATE family only. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation may be offered on request as long as hygiene and social distancing 
requirements are observed. 

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are postponed until such time that congregations can 
gather safely. 

Confirmation is deferred until such time that congregations can gather safely. 

The Sacrament of Matrimony should be deferred until such time that congregations can gather safely.  
If this is not possible, then the marriage will be restricted to the celebrant, bride, groom and IMMEDIATE 
family and the Registrar. 

Anointing of the Sick will only be done under extreme circumstances and in accordance with the strict 
hygiene guidance. 

We are aiming for the Parish to keep in touch and your assistance in this matter will be greatly 
appreciated; if you know of anyone who is without support, please let us know, however we would hope 
that this is a time for families and communities to pull together.  A Parish Census form can be found in 
the porch for those who wish to let the Parish have their contact details; this is asked for in accordance 
with GDPR guidelines.  This information will help us to help you. 

These are unprecedented times 
but if we work together we will come through. 

God will help us. 

St. Joseph, Protector of Holy Church - Pray for us 

 

 

 
 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

IMPORTANT: CENSUS FORM. 

 

Would every parishioner, including those who are housebound, complete and return a 
CENSUS FORM. The completion of this form will help us to comply with GDPR legislation 
but most importantly, in light of the COVID 19 restrictions, this information will be used to 
help us communicate better as a parish family. Thank you. 
 

Prayer of Protection: 
 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince of 
the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits who 
wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 
 

Wednesday Word : remember to check Wednesday Word each week during 
Lent using the link  www.wednesday word.org 

 

Until further notice the following have been cancelled: 
 
Walsingham Pilgrimage  
 
St. Bede’s Spring Coffee Evening: Friday 3rd April  

 

St. Bede’s Parish Development Group: meeting of 24th March  

 

Understanding the Scriptures.  

 

Stations of the Cross and Lent Lunches  
 
Journey in Faith 
 
Dementia Cafe 
 
Lourdes Hospitalite Fundraiser  Friday 27th March at Gateshead Fell Cricket Club 
 
Foodbanks:  

Norton Foodbank, based at St Michael's Church, says "Thank you very much" for the recent donations 
from St Joseph's parishioners.  
All Foodbanks are running low on basic staple items such as tinned tomatoes and other tinned veg, 
pasta, rice, tinned meat, nappies size 4 especially, toilet roll, soap, household cleaning products. 
If you are able to, please think about making a donation as the families and individuals who need to use 
Foodbanks are very vulnerable. 
You can leave your donation in the box in the porch at St Joseph's or at St Michael's Church Imperial 
Ave TS20 2EN on Mon 12.30 to 2.30, Hebron Church, Britannia Road Stockton TS19 0AJ on Wed and 
Fri 10.00 to 1.00, St Andrew's Methodist Church, Hardwick Road Stockton TS19 8PH on Wed 11.00 to 
2.00. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Jamie’s Paws for Thought  

If God were small enough for our minds, God would not be big enough for our problems.  
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