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We pray that in our daily prayers and conversations, our daily work and service, we 

may remain faithful to Christ’s teaching and love with his compassion, whatever the 
cost.  

Lord hear our prayer 
 
 

We pray for all who are sick, that through the support of their doctors and nurses, 

family and friends, they be brought safely through this difficult period. 
Lord hear our prayer 
 
 

We pray for the recently deceased and for those whose anniversary of death occurs 
around this time that they will rejoice in the glory of God forever. 
Lord hear our prayer 

 
 

 
 

St. Patrick’s R.C. Church 
Glenfield Road, Fairfield,  

Stockton-on-Tees, TS19 7PJ 
  

Parish Priest : Canon John Cooper  
Tel. 01642 674321 

  

E-mail : stpatricks.fairfield@btinternet.com 
  

In this week’s Gospel Jesus revealed the whole purpose of His earthly ministry, 
the Father’s divine plan for the salvation of all humankind and the good news that 
He, the Christ, had come to suffer, die and be raised again for the forgiveness of 

our sins and the sins of the whole world.  Jesus knew that He had come to “take 
up His cross” and follow the will of His Heavenly Father. It was absolutely 

necessary that He must go to Jerusalem; suffer unjustly at the hands of wicked, 
hateful men; die a cruel death on the cross and three days later be raised again to 

life by the power of Almighty God.  By doing so, He took our sins, and through this 
forgiveness restored our relationship with the Father. 
 

Our cross is something He places before us to willingly endure because we are His 

disciples. Loving the unlovable; caring for the lonely and forgotten; sharing a hug 
and volunteering to help those in need; may be ways in which God is calling us to 

take up our cross and follow Christ. 
 

Loving God, You call us to turn away from our own selfish 
interests, to take up our cross and to follow after You. So we come 

before You with open hearts and open hands, eager to hear Your 
Word, and eager to know Your will. Through the power of Your 

Holy Spirit, move within us and among us as we worship. Open our 
eyes to Your presence; open our ears to Your call, open our hearts 
to one another and then send us back out into the world, to live 

and work as Your faithful disciples. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS . . .  

 
 

 First Reading ~ Jeremiah 20: 7-9 
 Responsorial Psalm ~ Psalm 62: 2-6, 8-9 

 Second Reading ~ Romans 12:1-2 
 Gospel ~ Matthew 16:21-27 

 
 

The Diocese has announced the retirement of Fr. Frank McCullagh and 

Fr. Bill O’Gorman.  They have been thanked for their devoted ministry.  May God 

bless them with good health for a long retirement. 

 
For every kind word and care they’ve given may your mercy be a well of 
immeasurable depth so that they may know true comfort.  For the strength they 
lent us in times of strife may your light pierce through the darkest shadows to let 
hope abide forever in their hearts.  For giving us our faithful shepherds we thank 
you, loving Father, and ask you to look after them in retirement. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, and through the intercession of Mary, our beloved 
Mother. Amen 

22nd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

30 Sunday   People of our Parish 
(Mass with no congregation) 

 31 Monday  
St Aidan 

       9.15am Joan Kent 

1 Tuesday  Mass at St. Cuthbert’s at  
9.30am 

2   Wednesday          7.00pm  Diamond Wedding  Anniversary 
 Yvonne & Alan Hodgson 

3 Thursday  
St Gregory the Great 

 Mass at St. Cuthbert’s at  
9.30am 

4 Friday 
The Translation of St 
Cuthbert 

    9.15am     Monica McShane 

5 Saturday 
 

         9.15am Des Morton 

23rd Sunday of the Year 

6 Sunday  People of our Parish 
(Mass with no congregation) 

 Recently Deceased: 

  

Sr. Lucy Mary Brydon OSB, Ena Edwards 
 

May they rest in peace.  Amen 

 Anniversaries: Thomas Byrne, Caterona Ash, Joan Kent 

 Riska Okninski Billy McGuinness, Pat Jackson,  
Margaret Devlin, Pauline Morton, Mike Rutland, 
Margaret Kenning, Christopher Brown, Fr. Pat 
McKenna, Rosie Owens, Andrew Brydon, Mary Talbot, 
Veronica Connors, Betty Griffiths, Sadie Todd. Audrey 
Bentley, Marie Bruno 

  

Your light is the only light we need as we travel through life's 

mystery.  Your word the only voice we hear that still small voice 

that leads us to the place where we should be.  Your presence is 

the only company we need as we walk this narrow road, Your 

fellowship the warmth we crave to help us on our way.  May the 

truth of Easter. the joy and the blessings of Easter be with us this 

day and all days.  Amen 

 
 

 

  
 

PILGRIMAGE TO 

ROME 
 

The Pilgrimage to Rome 
that was to have taken 
place from September 
21st–25th this year has 
been postponed until 
May 3rd–7th next year. 
There are still places 
available. If anyone 
would like to go please 
see Canon Cooper. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR RETURNING TO SCHOOL 
  

Dear Creative Spirit as the children return to school we pray that they might open 
their hearts and minds to their teachers and their text books and see learning, not as 

a chore, but as an unending adventure.  May they find friends who are loyal and 
cherish them.  May they always be kind to their classmates in a spirit of love and 
respect.  Help parents to create home atmospheres where children have the structure, 

love and encouragement they need.  We thank you for the promise that comes with a 
new school year. Amen. 
 
 
 

ST AIDAN (31st August) . . . St Aidan was born in Ireland and died at 

Bamburgh in 651. A monk of Iona, he was sent to Northumbria when 
King Oswald asked for help in converting his kingdom, and established 

his monastery on the island of Lindisfarne.  Assisted by King Oswald, 
and later by King Oswin, Aidan preached the Gospel, founded churches 
and monasteries and liberated slaves throughout the kingdom.   

 

Since the testimony of Bede he has been venerated for his simplicity and poverty, for 
his love of prayer and the scriptures and for his care of the sick and the poor.  With 

him are also remembered all those holy abbots and bishops, teachers and 
missionaries who made Lindisfarne a cradle of English Christianity.  
  

 

The Translation of St Cuthbert (4th September) . . .  Cuthbert, ‘the child of God’ 

(St. Bede), was buried on Lindisfarne.  When the Vikings began to raid the north-east 
coast of England, the saint’s remains were removed and the monks carried his coffin 
all over Northumbria.  Many churches were built on the sites where the coffin rested 

(for example at Cotherstone, near Barnard Castle).  Eventually the saint’s body was 
laid to rest in the great shrine at Durham where it remained until the shrine’s 

destruction at the time of the Reformation.   
 
 
 

SPUC Home Collection Boxes . . . Could anyone with a home 
collection box please leave it at the back of church or contact Christine 

Pope on tel 01642 602842 to arrange collection and emptying of 
boxes.  Many thanks for all your support. 
 
 

 
 

Bishop Robert Byrne CO has released a special pastoral video regarding 
the reopening of churches throughout the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. 

It is titled ‘Bishop Robert Byrne – Church at Home.’ It is now on the Home 
Page of the Diocesan website www.rcdhn.org.uk  

 
 



 
 

An Outdoor Cinema Production Of Grease 30th August 
at Ushaw: Join us for an amazing evening of classic cinema 

entertainment. Bring a picnic blanket or folding chair and get 
comfy!  Pre-ordered picnics will be collectable from 7pm. A 

variety of other catering options will be available on site. 
 

Parties with anyone bringing folding/camping chairs will be expected to sit further 

back so the view from picnic blankets won't be restricted. Join us for an amazing 
evening - sunshine is forecast.  Telephone 0191 373 8500 to book tickets, which cost 

£12.   

 
 

MINSTERACRES – Walking Retreat . . . Enjoy a walk of seven to ten miles 

through the beautiful countryside around Minsteracres, with time for prayer, reflection 

and sharing of the beauty of creation. You will need suitable walking boots, warm, 
weatherproof clothing and a packed lunch.  Cost £10. Wednesday 2nd September 

10am – 5pm. 

 

A weekend reflection, at Minsteracres, on our encounters with 

gratitude, prophecy and hope has been organised with a choice of three 

weekends: Friday 11th until Sunday 13th September, Friday 2nd until Sunday 4th 

October or Friday 20th until Sunday 22nd November.  Suggested donation 
of £140.  Further details tel. 01434 673248 or email info@minsteraces.org 
 

 

 

THANK YOU to all St. Patrick’s parishioners who are delivering bulletins, providing 

treats and for all other acts of kindness during these difficult times. 

 
 

Please forward any prayers, thoughts, poems, news, anniversaries or any item 

that you would like to share and I will include them on the bulletin. Thank you. 

 

 
Please could you pass this newsletter round the parish by forwarding to your 

parish contacts.  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters please email 
stockton.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk or stpatricks.fairfield@btinternet.com to be removed 

from the mailing list. If you know of any parishioner who would like to start receiving the 
bulletin please ask them to e-mail the above.  This bulletin can also be accessed through 
the Parish Family Stockton website: www.parishfamilystockton.org.uk.  
 

 

   

 

 

ST PATRICK’S PARISH LOCKDOWN EVENT   

Phone a Parishioner Day 
 

Following a suggestion we will be holding a St Patrick’s 
“Phone a Parishioner Day.” this coming Wednesday 24th 
June. Please look in your address book for 

parishioner/parishioners you haven’t spoken to for a while. 
Pick up the phone and give them a call to say “Hi” or “how 
are you keeping in lockdown” Hopefully this initiative will 

ignite many conversations across our parish family and 
reach those who do, and don’t, receive the bulletin. On 

Wednesday please take five minutes to phone a parishioner 
/parishioners you never know what your call might mean to 
that other person. Or what it might do for you. Nothing can 

replace the sound of a friendly voice at the other end of the 
line. Any feedback from the day would be most welcome. 
 

You have blessed us, O God, with the gift of friendship, the 

bonding of persons in a circle of love. We thank you for 
such a blessing: for friends who love us, who share our 
sorrows, who laugh with us in celebration, who bear our 

pain, who need us as we need them, who weep as we weep, 
who hold us when words fail, and who give us the freedom 
to be ourselves. Bless our friends with health, wholeness, 

life, and love. Amen. 
 

Reflection on the Mass written by a Parishioner  
   

‘The Gathering’ 
 

We all arrive at Church, the doors are open wide. Year after year, week after 
week and day after day, may be. We bless ourselves with holy water and enter 

in. It is such a special time ‘the gathering.’  People we have known for years 
we greet with smile of love and friendship. Jesus is waiting and watches each 

soul enter the door.  
 

The music starts to play and we all stand and sing as Servers, Deacon and 
Priest towards the altar process. We begin our Mass by blessing ourselves in 

the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are all collected in prayer 
together by the priest. We receive the words that day given to us from God in 

scripture. The Priest or Deacon breaks open the word of God, helping us to 
understand; So that God’s word comes into our heart and mind.  
 

Gifts of bread and wine offered are taken to the sanctuary, to the table of the 
Lord.  The bell rings out as the priest calls down the Holy Spirit on the gifts 
which become the body and blood of Our Blessed Lord. All our hearts beat as 

one, as we in silence await the words of consecration. ‘This is My body’ and 
‘this is My blood, do this in memory of Me’. Jesus is raised up among us.  

Truly, my Lord, my God, Saviour of the world, is here among us all and for us 
all.   
 

We pray for the living and those who have died.  We pray in the words Jesus 

himself taught us the ‘Our Father.’  We pray for peace, a peace that God only 
can give us. We all go forward to the foot of the altar, people and children. The 

little children, Jesus said “bring the little children to me” they receive his 
blessing. In Holy Communion Jesus comes into hearts, we hold Him close to 
our breast. We tell Him, we welcome Him and love Him. We pray one day He 


