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The month of May is a season of new growth, of life reborn after Easter. It is also, 
appropriately, the month which the Church especially dedicates to Mary, the mother of 

Jesus and our spiritual mother. The practice of honouring Mary in May arose near the 
end of the 13th century.  Over the centuries the popes have contunually recommended 

May devotions to Our Blessed Mother, such as praying the Rosary. 
 

Prayer to Our Lady for our families in the month of May 
 

Mary, we know the beautiful example of your home in Nazareth was 
meant to be a model for each of our families.  We hope to have, with 
your help, the unity and strong enduring love you gave to one 

another.  May our home be filled with joy.  May sincere affection, 
patience, tolerance and mutual respect be freely given to all.  Bless 

those who are present, as well as those who are absent, both the 
living and the dead; may peace be among us and when we are 
tested, grant us the acceptance of God’s will. 
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Fifteenth Station of the Cross 

Jesus is Raised from The Dead 
 
Where does Resurrection begin?  It begins 
with the empty tomb, with the women who 
come and go again, puzzled, perplexed, in 
wonder at the angel’s message. It 
continues with the disciples who race 
eagerly to the tomb to see for themselves. 
Jesus is not dead, He offers peace to the 
fearful disciples in the upper room and 
breaks the bread at the table in Emmaus. 
 

Lord, give us eyes to see that a new 
creation has begun, a new earth and a new 
heaven are proclaimed in your Son’s 
resurrection. May this new beginning begin 
in me and in each one of us. 

In this Sunday’s gospel Jesus uses the image of the vine and its branches to teach 
that it is only when we are linked into Him that we can achieve anything of lasting 
value.  The good fruit that we are expected to produce is love of our neighbour in 

word and deed.  The dead wood that needs to be cut away is the ignoring of the 
needs of others. 
 

If Jesus is to make a difference in our lives and in our world it is through living and 
behaving in such a way that people will see the hand of God at work in the most 

ordinary, everyday situations. Jesus depends on us to be his hands and his voice 
carrying His care to others. God nourishes us by word and sacrament and sets Jesus 
before us as example and inspiration. As God gives us so much it is only fair to 

expect us to make God’s love real in our community and in our world. 
 

“Be kind and merciful and let no one ever come to you without coming away better 

and happier. Be the living expression of God’s kindness: kindness in your face, 

kindness in your eyes and kindness in your smile.”  (St Teresa of Calcutta) 



 
 

  

 
 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS . . .  
 
 

 First Reading ~ Acts 9:26-31 

 Responsorial Psalm ~ Psalm 27:26-28, 30-32 
 Second Reading ~ 1 John 3:18-24 
 Gospel ~ John 15:1-8 

 
 

 

 
 

In this month of May we ask Mary our Mother to pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that 
the great suffering being experienced by so many throughout the world may end. We pray in 
particular for the people of India and that those nations who have now overcome the pandemic 
will generously share both medicines and equipment with them without delay. 
Lord hear our prayer 
 

Lord, we pray for those in pain and those who care for the sick.  Console the bereaved, comfort 
the dying and give to the dead eternal life. 
Lord hear our prayer 
 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL ~ The World of Finance 
 

Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the 
financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers. 

 

 

5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  2 Sunday        9.00am 
 

    Anthony Ward 

  3 Monday 
Ss Philip & James 

             9.15am    Special Intention 

  4 Tuesday 
The English Martyrs 

  

  5   Wednesday 
   

  

  6 Thursday 
 

  

  7 Friday  
 

          9.15am  Dennis McGloin 

  8 Saturday 
Vigil Mass 
 

         4.00pm        Bernadette Mulholland 
Confessions after Mass 

 

6th SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 9   Sunday         9.00am 
   

 People of our Parish 

 Anniversaries:  Dennis McGloin, Ann McGowan, Florence 
Brannen 

 Riska Okninski Billy McGuinness, Pat Jackson,  
Margaret Devlin, Pauline Morton, Mike Rutland, 
Margaret Kenning, Christopher Brown, Fr. Pat 
McKenna, Rosie Owens, Andrew Brydon, Mary 
Talbot, Veronica Connors, Betty Griffiths, Rose Marie 
Bruno, Teresa Carrick 

  

Your light is the only light we need as we travel through life's 

mystery.  Your word the only voice we hear that still small voice 

that leads us to the place where we should be.  Your presence is 

the only company we need as we walk this narrow road, Your 

fellowship the warmth we crave to help us on our way.  May the 

truth of Easter. the joy and the blessings of Easter be with us this 

day and all days.  Amen 

 

 
 

St John or Beverley 
7th April 

 

Born in Humberside, he 

trained for the priesthood 

in Kent, before returning to 
the Abbey in Whitby.  In 

687 he was consecrated 
Bishop of Hexham.  He 

was said to have shown 

special care for the poor 
and the handicapped. A 

lover of contemplation, he 
spent whatever time he 

could spare in quiet 
solitude. In 705 he became 

Archbishop of York where 

he continued his good 
work until 717, when he 

resigned his office to spend 
the last years of his life in 

the solitude of the abbey 

he had earlier founded at 
Beverley.  He died in 721. 

 



Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse (Tuesday 4th May) . . . 

The Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors (PCPM) has highlighted the 

importance of prayer and suggested to Pope Francis that the worldwide Catholic 
Church should join together in a day of prayer for victims and survivors of Abuse. The 
Holy Father has welcomed this initiative. From 2021, in response to a request from 

the Let’s Be Honest working group, the Bishops chose the Tuesday of the Fifth 
Week of Easter as the Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse.  To read 

more about the Day of Prayer visit www.cbcew.org.uk and select ‘Safeguarding’ which 
is at the top of the page. 
 

Praise to you, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all consolation and hope.  

Be the refuge and guardian of all who suffer from abuse and violence.  Comfort them 
and send healing for their wounds of the body, soul and spirit. Help us all and make 

us one with you in your love for justice as we deepen our respect for the dignity of 
every human life. Giver of peace, make us one in celebrating your praise, both now 
and forever.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

Pope Francis urges Catholics and Marian Shrines around the world to 
dedicate the month of May to a marathon of prayer for an end to the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  The Pope will lead the major shrines around the world in 

praying the Rosary to implore Mary’s intercession and protection.  It takes place under 

the theme ‘The whole Church was fervently praying to God,’ which recalls a verse in 
the Book of Acts (12:5). 
 

The Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham has 
been selected to start the month of prayer at 5pm this 

Saturday, 1st May.  The recitation of the Rosary will be live streamed 
from Walsingham to the Vatican television centre so that Pope Francis 
can join in live.  The Walsingham intention is for those who have died 

from the pandemic across the world.  EWTN will oversee the broadcast 
and it can be watched on the Shrine’s livestream at 

www.youtube.com/WalsinghamCath or www.ewtn.co.uk.  Read more 
about the Marathon of Prayer in our Diocese and the resources 
available by visiting the Diocesan website. 
 

 
 

THY KINGDOM COME: Pentecost Novena - Nine days of intercessory 
prayer for renewal of the Church.  Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer 

movement that invites Christians around the world to pray, from Ascension to 
Pentecost, for more people to come to know Jesus.  
 

In the 19th Century Blessed Elena Guerra, the founder of the Sisters of the 
Holy Spirit, felt it was important that the Church be renewed to the passion 
of the first Christians at Pentecost and petitioned Pope Leo XXIII in the 

following manner:  “Pentecost is not over. In fact it is continuously going on in 
every time and in every place because the Holy Spirit desired to give Himself to all 

men and all who want Him can always receive Him, so we do not envy the apostles 
and the first believers; we only have to dispose ourselves like them to receive Him 
well, and He will come to us as He did to them.”  This novena is a result of Blessed 

Elena’s petition and has been used down the centuries to pray for a fresh outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit.  This Pentecost Novena is offered as part of the Thy Kingdom Come 

initiative.  Please visit www.cbcew and select ‘News’ for this Novena and the Audio 
series ‘Journey with Mary’ mentioned below. 
 



Audio Series: Journey With Mary, focuses our prayer, particularly on the days 

between and including the Ascension and Pentecost.  As such, it is offered as a 

Catholic contribution to the Thy Kingdom Come prayer initiative.  There is a special 
playlist that you can follow and take part. www.cbcew.org.uk 
 

 
 

 

MASS IN CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE:  
Bishop Robert is presiding, along with Deacon Rob Wareing, at a live 

streamed Mass from St. Mary’s Cathedral in celebration of Marriage and 
Family Life on Saturday 22nd May 2021 at 12.00 noon.  

 

Due to the limited capacity and in keeping with the current COVID restrictions, anyone 
wishing to attend the Mass MUST BOOK in advance by contacting the Cathedral office 

on 0191 232 6953 or by email. Anyone celebrating a significant anniversary should 
also provide the details of this at the time of booking and a certificate of celebration 
will be offered.  Sadly, we were unable to hold our annual open Mass in 2020 due to 

Covid, but we have an opportunity this year for engaged couples preparing for 
marriage, those who were married in the months prior to lockdown, all married 

couples, and those celebrating a significant anniversary. We invite too those widowed 
and bereaved who were unable to visit their wives and husbands in hospital and 
homes prior to their deaths and in our unprecedented times, adults and children 

experiencing difficulties and abuse in their family relationships. We wish all to know 
that none is forgotten and that the Sacramental life, despite Covid, is very much alive 

and prayed for.  We look forward to as many as are possible to participate with us in 
our celebration of Spiritual Communion.  (Deacon Rob Wareing, Diocesan Lead for 

Marriage and Family Life.) 

 
 
 

Global Healing is an initiative that highlights our need to care for our 
common home, the earth. It supports Laudato Si' the encyclical written 

by Pope Francis on how our faith calls us to urgent action to care for the 
earth.   

 

A Global Healing course was organised by Laudato Si’ Animators in the UK to run 

during Lent in 2021. It was very well attended by over 900 individuals. A useful 
Toolkit has been created, bringing together handouts and resources from the course 

that can be used. You can read more about Laudato Si' and Global Healing on the 
Diocesan website. www.rcdhn.org.uk  
 

 
Thank You to all St. Patrick’s parishioners who have delivered bulletins, providing treats and for 
all other acts of kindness during these difficult times. 
 
Please forward any prayers, thoughts, poems, news, anniversaries or any item that you would 
like to share and they will be included on the bulletin. Thank you.  
 
Please could you pass this newsletter round the parish by forwarding to your parish 
contacts.  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters please email 
stockton.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk or stpatricks.fairfield@btinternet.com  to be removed from the 
mailing list. If you know of any parishioner who would like to start receiving the bulletin please ask 
them to e-mail the above.  This bulletin, and also English Martyr’s & St Peter & Paul’s, can be 
accessed through the Parish Family Stockton website: www.parishfamilystockton.org.uk.   

 

 

ST PATRICK’S PARISH LOCKDOWN EVENT   

Phone a Parishioner Day 
 

Following a suggestion we will be holding a St Patrick’s 

“Phone a Parishioner Day.” this coming Wednesday 24th 
June. Please look in your address book for 
parishioner/parishioners you haven’t spoken to for a while. 

Pick up the phone and give them a call to say “Hi” or “how 
are you keeping in lockdown” Hopefully this initiative will 
ignite many conversations across our parish family and 

reach those who do, and don’t, receive the bulletin. On 
Wednesday please take five minutes to phone a parishioner 
/parishioners you never know what your call might mean to 

that other person. Or what it might do for you. Nothing can 
replace the sound of a friendly voice at the other end of the 
line. Any feedback from the day would be most welcome. 
 

Reflection on the Mass written by a Parishioner  
   

‘The Gathering’ 
 

We all arrive at Church, the doors are open wide. Year after year, week after 
week and day after day, may be. We bless ourselves with holy water and enter 
in. It is such a special time ‘the gathering.’  People we have known for years 

we greet with smile of love and friendship. Jesus is waiting and watches each 
soul enter the door.  
 

The music starts to play and we all stand and sing as Servers, Deacon and 
Priest towards the altar process. We begin our Mass by blessing ourselves in 
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are all collected in prayer 

together by the priest. We receive the words that day given to us from God in 
scripture. The Priest or Deacon breaks open the word of God, helping us to 

understand; So that God’s word comes into our heart and mind.  
 

Gifts of bread and wine offered are taken to the sanctuary, to the table of the 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon 

them.  May they rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

Fr. Michael Hussey 

Members of the Malone, Samuel and Hodgson Families.  

Hilda & Len Wheldon 

Frederick Brett Hardy 

Baby Sophia Hardy 

Olive and John D'Ambrosio 

May and Gerry Crolla 

Peter Flounders 

 

[Type a quote from the document or the 
summary of an interesting point. You can 
position the text box anywhere in the 
document. Use the Drawing Tools tab to 
change the formatting of the pull quote 
text box.] 

 

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES 

 

Fr. Michael Hussey     Sheila Walker 

The Malone Family     Denis & Edith Casey 

The Samuel and Hodgson Families.   Charlie & Mary Boyle 

Hilda & Len Wheldon     Cath Rossinelli 

Frederick Brett Hardy     Alan Smith 

Baby Sophia Hardy     McGuinness Family 

Olive and John D'Ambrosio    Michael Flynn 

May and Gerry Crolla     Maureen & Tom Mitchell 

Peter Flounders      Ian Mitchell 

Leo & Irene Mulholland    Lydia & Bernard Garside 

 

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES 
 

Ann Harbron     Harvey Family 

Stanley Emanuel Harbron   Sankey Family 

James Patrick Burke    McGee Family 

Elsie Burke      Wesson Family 

Harold Norris     Wilson Family 

Ivy Povey      Jim Faley 

Albert & Patricia Boyce    Edward & Isabella Welsh & Family 

Vivienne Boyce     All Welsh Family & Partners 

Clarice & Paul McCloskey   Geoffrey Moore & Friend Bernard 

Pam Walker     Thomas & Rita Cooper 

Harold & Jeanie Wood    Rev Fr Denis Kennedy 

George & Margaret Leishman  Rev Fr James Hughes  

Pearl Steward     Rev Fr Lawrence Thompson 

Archie Easton     Norman & Mabel Brown 

Poole Family     Desmond Stephenson 

Chapman Family     Guy, Bella & Brian Million 

Stephens Family     George Williams 

Speight Family     Ron Bailey 

Josie Murphy     David Murray Forster 

Denise Ball      John & Mollie Cawood 

Keane Family     Florence Brannen 

Wrigley Family     Members of Dorian Singers 

McKenna Family     John & Maureen Dowd 

Robert Love     Lindo Family 

Mary & Ken Bolton    Carter Family 

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES 

 

 
John Brydon     Jack & Fay Buglass  

Sr. Lucy Brydon     Colin & Monica Cole 

Brydon Family     Joe Gallagher 

McAllister Family     Maud & George Porter 

Wright Family     Kenneth Smith 

Joan Kent      Win & Len Caustin 

Anthony Ward     Mott Family 

Ward Family     Doris & Fred Matthews 

 
 

 
 

 

Irish Blessing 
 

May joy and peace surround 

you, contentment latch your 

door, and happiness be with 

you now and bless you 

evermore. 
 

 

Answers to Easter Quiz 
 

 

1.  Marigold 

2.  Hollyhock 

3.  Iris 

4.  Buttercup 

5.  Bluebell 

6.  Broom 

7.  Daisy 

8.  Snapdragon 

9.  Primrose 

10.  Carnation 

 


