
 

Times of Mass, Intentions and Services 

21st Sunday Ordinary Time Year B – 22nd August 2021 
 

 
English Martyrs and 

Ss Peter & Paul’s 
St Joseph’s St Bede’s Feast Days this 

week 

Sat 
21st 

 

6:00pm 
Raymond Kirk RIP 

____ ____  
Sunday Vigil Mass 

Sun 
22nd 

 
 

___________ 

10:30am 
 

Paul Bryan RIP 

9:00am 
Pro Populo  

(People of the 
Parish) 

 
21st Sunday 

Ordinary Time 

Mon 
23rd 

 
___________ 

 
____ 

 
____ 

St Rosa of Lima, 
Virgin 

Tue 
24th 

 

___________ 
 

 

____ 9:30am 
Kevin O’Shea RIP 

(KO) 

St Bartholomew, 
Apostle 

Wed 
25th 

 
____ 

12 noon 
Requiem Mass  

Joan McDermott 
RIP 

 
____ 

St Louis 
St Joseph 

Calasanz, Priest 
 

Thur 
26th 

 

___________ 
9:30am 

 

Edward McVay RIP 
(MM) 

 

____ 
St Ninian, Bishop 
Blessed Dominic 

Barberi, Priest 

 
Fri 

27th 

 

6:30pm 
 

Richard H Hunter RIP 
(MH) 

 
____ 

 

 
____ 

 
St Monica 

Sat 
28th 

 

6:00pm 
Golden Wedding of 

Kevin & Dorothy Lindo 

____ ____  
Sunday Vigil Mass 

Sun 
29th 

 
 

___________ 

10:30am 
 

Pat & John Cuthbert 
RIP (JG) 

9:00am 
Pro Populo  

(People of the 
Parish) 

 
22nd Sunday 

Ordinary Time 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Thursday 26th August 
St Joseph’s  

after 9.30am Mass 

Friday 27th August 
EMSSPP Sanctuary  

6:00pm – 6:30pm 

 

Saturday 28th August 
EMSSPP Sanctuary 

5:30pm – 6:00pm 

Or by Appointment – call 01642 806469 
 
 
 

Bulletin Items: If you would like a notice included in the next bulletin, please email parishnewsletterstockton@gmail.com 
by Tuesday evening at the latest. 
Alternatively, post through the letterbox at English Martyrs and Ss Peter & Paul’s Presbytery, Redhill Road, Roseworth, 
Stockton-on-Tees TS19 9BY. Please remember to add your contact details in case we have a query. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ST. HILDA PARTNERSHIP 
 

 
English Martyrs and 

Ss. Peter and Paul’s 

 

 
St. Bede’s 

 

 

 
St. Joseph’s 

P A R I S H   N E W S L E T T E R 
 

21st Sunday Ordinary Time 
Year B – 22nd August 2021 

 
 

Clergy 

Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Millward 

Assistant Priest: Fr. Oliver Keyes 

Deacons: Jeffrey Parkes, Paul Hargreaves 

Retired Priest: Fr. Pat McKenna 
 

Parish 

Office 

Hours: Tuesday to Friday 10.00am till 2:00pm 

Contact: Gill Hall Tel. 01642 806469 

Email:parishfamilystockton@outlook.com 

 

 

Internet 

Parish YouTube: Stockton Parish Family 

Facebook page: @ParishFamilyStocktonRC 

Parish website: www.parishfamilystockton.org.uk 

Diocesan website: www.rcdhn.org.uk 

21st Sunday in Ordinary time 

In our Gospel reading from John this week, the 5 week Eucharistic discourse comes to an end 

and the reactions are mixed. Many disciples were confused and bewildered, they had heard the 

message but had missed the point. Jesus tells them that the faith he seeks is a gift and that they 

must be open to accept it. Many broke away because his message wasn’t an obvious one of signs 

and wonders. So upset were some saying ‘This is intolerable language. How can anyone accept 

it? 

Many left because he invited them to consume his flesh. Jesus out of love encouraged them to 

change their way of thinking, ‘What if you should see the Son of Man ascend to where he was 

before? They had closed ideas.                                                                                                   

The reaction of the twelve is shown by Peter, who voices an expression of initial faith, that will 

deepen with time and experience. He admits to believing that Jesus is the Holy one of God. That 

act faith will begin Peters journey, at the end of which will be the corner stone of the apostolic faith 

and he a martyr for the Lord. 

I suppose a question to ponder is what are we closed to, what part of the teaching of Jesus do we 

struggle with? 

The gift of faith is not forced upon us, we must first be open to the mystery to receive it.   

God Bless 

Deacon Jeff 

 

about:blank


Parish News 
Sick and in Need of Prayer 
Please remember in your prayers the members of our parish family who are ill. 
 

Recent Bereavements 
Please pray for Joan McDermott, Anthony George Finn and all those who have died recently. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Covid:  Let’s take a step forward 
You will be aware that the legal requirements re social distancing, mask wearing etc. were removed by the Government on 
19th July and it is now up to each one of us to help to keep us all Covid free. Thank God, Covid infection rates in our area are 
now reducing but we still need to be cautious.  
In view of these changes in circumstances we are now able to give a seat to everyone who wants to attend weekend Masses. 
It is no longer necessary to book a place in advance. Each church can now be filled to its capacity. 
However, a number of measures will remain in place for the present time so that our churches remain safe places to attend 
Mass. 

 Churches will be sanitised between Masses and other services 
 We will record the names and contact numbers for everyone attending to help with track and trace if needed 
 You will be asked to sanitise your hands as you enter and leave church 
 You will be asked to wear a face mask in church  
 A marshal will direct you to your seat. 

Our marshals have a very important role to play in keeping us safe. We know you will co-operate with them as they do their 
job to seat people making best use of all the available space in church. 
The obligation to attend weekend Mass remains suspended for the present time. 
Thank you all for your co-operation.   
 

Fr Jeff's leaving collection: the total amount given was £1,690.00. Sincere thanks to everyone who contributed so 
generously. 
 

Congratulations to Alice and Nathan who were married in St Joseph's earlier this month and to Sarah and Jack, and 
Samantha and Simon who were married in St. Bede’s last week.  May God bless their marriages.  
 

Baptism: We are now in a position to recommence the Sacrament of Baptism. A limited number of dates and times are 
available. Please contact parishfamilystockton@outlook.com as soon as possible to secure a date.  
Thank you, Deacon Jeff. 
 

SVP Update: We recently received two anonymous donations for which the conference is very grateful so thank you to the 

people who made them. I would also be grateful if the person who donated via a Postal Order is able to get in touch to help 

answer a query. If anybody needs any support or wants to know more about the SVP please call Alan on 07939912354. 

Vacancies: 
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancies: 
  

Diocesan Department for Education: 
Senior Administrator – permanent, full-time 
Administrator (maternity cover), full-time 
  

Closing date for applications is 2 September.  For further information and details of how to apply please visit our 
website www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301 
 

SPUC Pro-Life Parish Mission  
Join the community of St. Thomas More's Parish in Middlesbrough for a pro-life parish mission from Monday 27th September 
- Friday 1st October. Delivered by the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC), the mission will include a daily 
schedule of prayer and devotions, inspirational talks and powerful personal testimonies, presentations in local secondary 
schools, a Eucharistic healing service for anyone who has experienced any form of baby loss and an opportunity for married 
couples to renew their wedding vows. Further details and timings will follow in due course but for now, please save the dates. It 
is hoped that people from across the local area will feel warmly invited to attend. For more information, please contact Terry 
Graham, SPUC's Northern Development Officer at: terrygraham@spuc.org.uk 
 

FIRST STEPS – Exploring the Catholic Faith Online Are you wondering about your relationship with God and not sure 
where to start? Join us on a journey this Autumn and see if the Catholic Church can help your relationship grow. This may be 
the right path for you. It may even help you take the next steps towards coming into the Church. We gather weekly via Zoom 
and invite you to come along to find out more. Starts Wednesday 22nd September at 7pm.If you are interested to find out 
more, you can enquire/register using the Online Enquiry Form or email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk.  For full 
details, please see the poster on the noticeboard.  
 

CAFOD responding to multiple emergencies across the world: CAFOD is responding to significant crises across the world 
this week. We are working with local Church organisations in Haiti to deliver emergency aid to people affected by the 
catastrophic earthquake and tropical storm. In the tragic situation in Afghanistan, we are working to ensure the safety of our 
local partners and their communities. We are supporting local aid workers to deliver urgent food and water supplies to 
hundreds of thousands of people facing extreme hunger in Tigray in Ethiopia, South Sudan and north-east Nigeria. You can 
read more about how we can all express solidarity with our sisters and brothers affected by these emergencies on the CAFOD 
website: https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news. Your compassion, generosity and prayers have helped us to stand 
together and enable us to continue to support communities in these difficult times. Thank you. 

 

 

 

Worldwide Church News 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Intentions for August: The Church 

Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform herself in the light of 
the Gospel. 

Prayer and Liturgy News 

First Reading            Joshua 24:1-2,15-18 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he called the elders, leaders, judges and scribes of Israel, and 

they presented themselves before God. Then Joshua said to all the people, ‘If you will not serve the Lord, choose today whom you 

wish to serve, whether the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are 

now living. As for me and my House, we will serve the Lord.’ 

The people answered, ‘We have no intention of deserting the Lord and serving other gods! Was it not the Lord our God who brought 

us and our ancestors out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked those great wonders before our eyes and preserved 

us all along the way we travelled and among all the peoples through whom we journeyed? What is more, the Lord drove all those 

peoples out before us, as well as the Amorites who used to live in this country. We too will serve the Lord, for he is our God. 

Psalm:       33(34):2-3,16-23 

Response: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

1. I will bless the Lord at all times, 
his praise always on my lips; 
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
The humble shall hear and be glad. 
 

2. The Lord turns his face against the 
wicked 
to destroy their remembrance from the 
earth. 
The Lord turns his eyes to the just 
and his ears to their appeal. 
 
 

3. They call and the Lord hears 
and rescues them in all their distress. 
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; 
those whose spirit is crushed he will 
save. 
 

4. Many are the trials of the just man 
but from them all the Lord will rescue 
him. 
He will keep guard over all his bones, 
not one of his bones shall be broken. 
 

5. Evil brings death to the wicked; 
those who hate the good are doomed. 
The Lord ransoms the souls of his 
servants. 
Those who hide in him shall not be 
condemned. 
 

 

Second Reading     Ephesians 5:21-32 

Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives should regard their husbands as they regard the Lord, since as Christ is head 

of the Church and saves the whole body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the Church submits to Christ, so should wives 

to their husbands, in everything. Husbands should love their wives just as Christ loved the Church and sacrificed himself for her to 

make her holy. He made her clean by washing her in water with a form of words, so that when he took her to himself she would be 

glorious, with no speck or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and faultless. In the same way, husbands must love their wives as 

they love their own bodies; for a man to love his wife is for him to love himself. A man never hates his own body, but he feeds it and 

looks after it; and that is the way Christ treats the Church, because it is his body – and we are its living parts. For this reason, a man 

must leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one body. This mystery has many implications; 

but I am saying it applies to Christ and the Church. 

Gospel        John 6:60-69 

After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus said, ‘This is intolerable language. How could anyone accept it?’ Jesus was 

aware that his followers were complaining about it and said, ‘Does this upset you? What if you should see the Son of Man ascend 

to where he was before? ‘It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and 

they are life. ‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the outset those who did not believe, and who it 

was that would betray him. He went on, ‘This is why I told you that no one could come to me unless the Father allows him.’ After 

this, many of his disciples left him and stopped going with him. 

Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about you, do you want to go away too?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, who shall we go to? 

You have the message of eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.’ 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer - My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above 

all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come 

at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as already being there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit 

me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

…and now for some Light Relief… 

Thought for the day: If you are what you should be, you will set the whole world ablaze.       St Catherine of Siena 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcdhn.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf2bb4e63cd614e30ee3308d961503fad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637647819550508249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Z9InSeiSLBAq6IpSKRFrIsT0NiNRsZWFR3vwYHXwH44%3D&reserved=0
mailto:terrygraham@spuc.org.uk
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FFiyA2bSdDx&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7ec4ab5f5a4942d8cdb908d95b358b5b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637641108496701084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PnZcVuq1khZEOxGLXX3mcnX50yw8yH%2FMiOrAOSzN3A8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk

