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THE BIRTHDAY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

  

On the liturgical calendar we celebrate the birthdays of only a few people, Our 

Lord, Our Lady and St. John the Baptist. We celebrate these birthdays because 
their births mark turning points in salvation history. We can see every human 

birth as a call for new hope in the world.  
 

Joachim and Ann loved God very much, and they were filled with gratitude for 

the gift of a child. They raised Mary as a child of God, teaching her to love and 
serve him. When the angel Gabriel told Mary that she had been chosen to be 

the Mother of Jesus her strong faith and trust allowed her to say “Yes” to God’s 
plan for her. We cannot be certain what the future holds for any new-born 

infant, but we do know that the life of each person has meaning and purpose. 
Today we thank God for the gift of life, and give honour to both Mary and 

Jesus remembering that God has created each person with love and with a call 
to something very special in life. 
 
 

Pope Francis’ Monthly Intention for September . . . We pray that 
we all will make courageous choices for a simple and environmentally 

sustainable lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely 
committed to this. 
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Fifteenth Station of the Cross 

Jesus is Raised from The Dead 
 
Where does Resurrection begin?  It begins 
with the empty tomb, with the women who 
come and go again, puzzled, perplexed, in 
wonder at the angel’s message. It 
continues with the disciples who race 
eagerly to the tomb to see for themselves. 
Jesus is not dead, He offers peace to the 
fearful disciples in the upper room and 
breaks the bread at the table in Emmaus. 
 

Lord, give us eyes to see that a new 
creation has begun, a new earth and a new 
heaven are proclaimed in your Son’s 
resurrection. May this new beginning begin 
in me and in each one of us. 

This Sunday’s gospel reminds us that when we were baptised, the Lord 

touched our ears to receive his word and our mouths to proclaim his faith.  
The man brought to Jesus cannot hear or speak and is therefore cut off from 

the good news, but through Jesus' healing touch he is restored and the 
response to this action is one of unrestrained praise and wonder. The people 

realise that in Jesus all that the prophets had spoken of so long ago is being 
fulfilled.  Jesus healed the man and then took him a step further, he enabled 

him to hear the Word of God and then to profess his faith in Jesus.   
 

Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and inflame my heart 

with love and compassion. Make me attentive to the needs of 

others that I may show them kindness and care. Make me an 
instrument of your mercy and peace that I may help others find 

healing and wholeness in you.  Amen. 
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THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS . . .  
 
 

 First Reading ~  Isaiah 35:4-7 
 Responsorial Psalm ~  Psalm 145:7-10 
 Second Reading ~  James 2:1-5 

 Gospel ~  Mark 7:31-37 
 

 

Lord God, we remember before you all who work or live in dangerous places or a hostile 

environment, and all who are caught up in strife and warfare. 
Lord hear our prayer 

 
We pray for all who are sick in body, mind and soul, that through the healing skills of the medical 
professionals they may be brought to recovery and comfort in their lives. 

Lord hear our prayer.  

 
We pray for all who have died in the hope of rising again, that they may come into the 
light of God's presence. 

Lord hear our prayer.  

 

 
SPUC CLUB DRAW . . . The next draw will take place on Sunday, 12th September 

Could you please let Christine, Eileen or Maurice have any outstanding monies.  Many 
thanks.    

23rd SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

  5 Sunday        9.00am 
 

Julia McAndrew 

  6 Monday              9.15am  Margaret Bentley 

  7 Tuesday   

  8   Wednesday     
 The Birthday of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 

               
 

  9 Thursday           10.00am Requiem Mass  
Nicky McGee 

  10 Friday  
 

          9.15am  St Patrick’s School   
 Children and Staff 

 11 Saturday 
 

  No Mass 

24th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

  12   Sunday         9.00am 
   

People of our Parish 

 Anniversaries: Des Morton 

 Billy McGuinness, Pat Jackson,  Margaret Devlin, 
Pauline Morton, Mike Rutland, Margaret Kenning, 
Christopher Brown, Fr. Pat McKenna, Rosie Owens, 
Andrew Brydon, Mary Talbot, Veronica Connors, Betty 
Griffiths, Rose Marie Bruno, Teresa Carrick,  

  

Your light is the only light we need as we travel through life's 

mystery.  Your word the only voice we hear that still small voice 

that leads us to the place where we should be.  Your presence is 

the only company we need as we walk this narrow road, Your 

fellowship the warmth we crave to help us on our way.  May the 

truth of Easter. the joy and the blessings of Easter be with us this 

day and all days.  Amen 

 

 
 

 

 

God Our Father, give your 
chosen people your help 
and strength. The birth of 
the Virgin Mary’s son was 
the dawn of our salvation. 
May our celebration of her 
nativity bring us closer to 
lasting peace and may the 
virtues that she modelled 
develop in our lives, to love 
you and our neighbours 
more perfectly.  Amen. 
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Fr Michael Sharratt will be received into St Cuthbert’s Chapel, Ushaw College at 

7pm on Wednesday 15th September and Mass will be celebrated. Bishop Robert will 
celebrate the Requiem Mass at Ushaw at 12 noon on Thursday 16th September.  The 
Mass will be followed by burial at Ushaw Cemetery. The Requiem Mass will be live–

streamed and a link will be published on the Diocesan website. www.rcdhn.org.uk .  
Please remember Fr. Michael and his family in your prayers. May he rest in peace. 

 
 

 

SVP CONFERENCE REPORT . . . Your SVP conference at St Patricks is still 

working and with some of the restrictions lifted we can do a bit more than we could 

during this pandemic. We still call people by telephone or in some cases do doorstep 
visits and deliver parish bulletins. We are still restricted on visiting hospitals, prisons 

and care homes but do what we can. We provide a lot of help for asylum seekers and 
refugees which takes up a lot of our funds you very generously donate to us. You will 
all know about the dreadful situation in Afghanistan and the plight of the refugees who 

have come to the UK and will need our help. Some will join the refugees already in 
our district so we may well be stretched.  
 

I would first of all ask you to think about joining us to help us in this work we 
do for Christ by contacting any of the SVP members or call me on 07979982183. 

Please continue with your very generous donations and God Bless you all from all the 
brothers and sisters of your SVP Conference. 

 

 
 At the beginning of this new school year we thank you for the ability to learn, 

progress and grow. Fill each classroom with the joy of discovery and help 

the students make new and lasting friendships. Thank you for the patience 
and loyalty of all the staff in our schools.  Help them receive satisfaction 
from their work.  Help parents to create atmospheres where children have 

the structure, love and encouragement they need.  May your love and 
grace fill all students, staff, governors and parents today and always.  

Amen. 
 
  

 

DIOCESAN DAYS OF REFLECTION 
 
Breaking the Word for Readers  ~ For those who have been Readers at 

Mass on Sundays or weekdays. Saturday 9th October, 10.30am – 3.30pm.  Ushaw 
College, Durham.  
 

Called to the Supper of the Lamb  ~ There is a choice of days for those who 

have served as Ministers taking Holy Communion to the sick or helping distribute 
during Mass. Ushaw College, Durham. 

 

Option 1 – Saturday 16th October 10.30am – 3.30pm 
Option 2 -  Saturday 30th October 10.30am – 3.30pm 
 

For the Readers Day of Reflection please book no later than Thursday 23rd September.  

Contact the Parish Office, 01642 580171 for a booking form or telephone the Vicariate 
for Faith and Mission, 07375 934713. 
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Pat Kennedy MPS has shared a Reflection, ’The Voice’, which you can 

read by visiting the Diocesan website.  www.rcdhn.org.uk  
 
 

 

 
 

CAFOD is responding to significant crises across the world.. We are working with local 

Church organisations in Haiti to deliver emergency aid to people affected by the 
catastrophic earthquake and tropical storm. In the tragic situation in Afghanistan, we 

are working to ensure the safety of our local partners and their communities. We are 
supporting local aid workers to deliver urgent food and water supplies to hundreds of 
thousands of people facing extreme hunger in Tigray in Ethiopia, South Sudan and 

north-east Nigeria. You can read more about how we can all express solidarity with 
our sisters and brothers affected by these emergencies on the CAFOD website. Your 

compassion, generosity and prayers have helped us to stand together and enable us 
to continue to support communities in these difficult times. Thank you. 
 

Christine Allen (CAFOD Director)  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Minsteracres Retreat Centre – Minsteracres Retreat Centre is thrilled to 

announce the launch of its new website, ‘A Spiritual Place Providing Hospitality and 

Spiritual Wellbeing.‘  Our intention is to make the website easier to navigate and more 
visually engaging, keeping you informed and connected at all times. The site features 
a completely new layout and images to showcase our hospitality and retreat 

programme.   
 

Geoff Bockett, Director of Minsteracres, said, "I want to say how much I like the new 

design created by TWDA Creative Services.  It conveys a sense of space and 
peacefulness that I hope will encourage more people to come and experience the 

beauty and hospitality we have on offer at Minsteracres."  Minsteracres Retreat Centre 
is a Christian place of prayer with a resident community of Roman Catholic Passionist 
priests and lay people. We welcome people who share our values and we invite you to 

enjoy our hospitality, food and accommodation.  You can stay connected with us on 
the following platforms: Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube. 
 

Kind Regards (Scott Haddow, Marketing Officer) 
 
  
 
  

Clothes are still desperately needed for children aged 1–14 
years old and also for adults, male and female. They are 

desperately needed for Asylum seekers, refugees and needy families. If 
you can help please contact Veronica Lindo anytime on Mob: 
07523077656 or see any St Patrick’s SVP member. 

  

(For safety please do not leave bags of clothing at the back of church. Please 

arrange for collection with Veronica or SVP members) 
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THANK YOU to all St. Patrick’s parishioners who are delivering bulletins, providing 

treats for other parishioners and friends. 
 
Please forward any prayers, thoughts, poems, news, anniversaries or any item 

that you would like to share and they will be included on the bulletin. Thank you.  
 

Please could you pass this newsletter round the parish by forwarding to your 
parish contacts.  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters please email 
stockton.stpatrick@rcdhn.org.uk or stpatricks.fairfield@btinternet.com  to be removed 

from the mailing list. If you know of any parishioner who would like to start receiving 
the bulletin please ask them to e-mail the above.  This bulletin, and also English 

Martyr’s & St Peter & Paul’s, can be accessed through the Parish Family Stockton 
website  
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